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Target Population

In 2006, County Roscommon contained 9,902 young people in the 12-24 age
range. This number is a decrease from 9,941 in 2002, making for an almost 2%
drop in the percentage of the target population out of the total population of
the county between 2002 and 2006. The share of the total population made up
of young people ages 12-24 decreased from 18.5% in 2002, to 16.8% in 2006.
Similarly, for Ireland as a whole, the proportion of young people in this age
range (out of the total population) decreased by 2%, from 814,300 to 798,324,
but in both years, the nation as a whole had slightly larger proportions of young
people than County Roscommon.

When examining sub groups within the target population in County Roscommon
we find that between 2002 and 2006:

* The number of young people ages 12-14 decreased 4.7%, from 2,585 to
2,464 (Ireland decreased by 4.2% in this age range).

e The number of young people ages 15-19 decreased 9.9%, from 4,352 to
3,921 (Ireland decreased by 7.3% in this age range).

TARGET POPULATION: AGES 12-14

(as a percentage of total population)

2002 2006

COUNTY IRELAND
ROSCOMMON

4.8% 4.4% 4.2% 3.9%

COUNTY IRELAND
ROSCOMMON

COUNTY IRELAND
ROSCOMMON

COUNTY IRELAND
ROSCOMMON

© Headstrong - The National Centre for Youth Mental Health

e The number of young people ages 20-24 increased 17.1%, from 3,004 to
3,517 (Ireland increased by 4.3% in this age range).

The target population had a slightly disproportionate number of males (53% of
the total target population were male).

Within County Roscommon the Electoral Division (ED) Roscommon Rural
had the largest number of people ages 12-24 of 698 in 2006; this number was
up over 6% from 657 in 2002.

Many town areas including Boyle, Roscommon Town, Castlerea, and
Ballaghaderreen lost young people in the target range between 2002 and 2006,
with the exception of Strokestown (+6.4%) and Tulsk (+34%).
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Young People Ages 12-14
In County Roscommon

Carrick on Shannon

Bellanagare

Strokestown

Castlerea o

Roscommon
O

nockcroghery
)

Percent Change in
Young People Ages 12-14
by ED, 2002 - 2006

B 85.7% - -37.5%
| -37.4%-0%
 01%-143%
L 14.4%-50%
B 50.1% - 109.1%

o Selected towns
° Large border towns
----- Roads

Ballinasloe

COUNTY ROSCOMMON DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE 11

2002

Total Number
of People
Ages 12-14, by ED

Data Source: Central Statistics Office

Total Number
of People
Ages 12-14, by ED
[ J1-w7
Athlone I:l 18 - 36
@
B 37-65

© Headstrong - The National Centre for Youth Mental Health



Young People Ages 15-19
In County Roscommon
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Young People Ages 20-24
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Culture, Ethnicity, and Nation of Birth

County Roscommon had a cultural/ethnic composition proportional to that of
Ireland as a whole. In 2006, according to Census classifications, the majority of the
population in County Roscommon (89.5%) was white Irish. The next largest category,
Other whites, made up 6.7%, Black Irish made up less than half of 1% of the total
population, Asian Irish were at 0.6%. The proportion of Travelers, 0.5%, was the
same as the national figure of 0.5%.

The total number of Travellers in 2006 was 320 (down 12.5% from 366 in 2002).
Within the county, the areas of Castlerea, Ballaghaderreen, and Roscommon Rural
contained the largest concentration of Travellers. More than half of the Travellers
recorded by the CSO resides in these three EDs 2006. It is important to keep in mind
that the number of Travellers were much smaller in most other EDs (or Travellers
were not present at all) according to Census statistics. Most areas in the county
experienced a decrease in the number of Travellers, or a continuation of having no
Traveller population, between 2002 and 2006.

Only 10 EDs had an increase in the number of Travellers for this time period.
However, many of these increases were in the single digits. For instance, the number
of Travellers in the ED of Coolougher (west of Castlerea) increased 500%, from one
Traveller in 2002, to six Travellers in 2006.

In 2006, there were a total of 2,748 people of other nationalities (non-Irish and non-
UK nationals), making up 4.7% of the total population. The largest concentrations of
people of other nationalities were in the Roscommon town area (Roscommon Urban
and Rural had a total of 848 people of other nationalities), and also in Ballaghaderreen
(362 people of other nationalities).

© Headstrong - The National Centre for Youth Mental Health
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Other Nationalities
In County Roscommon
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Deprivation and Affluence in County

Using Census data, Haase and Pratschke have developed indices for
measuring affluence and deprivation across Ireland. The researchers
combine data including demographics, social composition and labor
market situation in the generation of two scores; The Absolute Index
Score and the Relative Index Score.

The Absolute Index Score is measured on a fixed scale, allowing for
more reliable comparisons across time. As can be seen in the graph to the
right, both Roscommon and Ireland have experienced increasing absolute
index scores, which means increasing levels of affluence, from from 1991
to 2002, with a slight decrease for Ireland in 2006. Roscommon’s lower
Absolute Index Scores since 1996 indicate a somewhat higher level of
deprivation when compared to the nation as a whole.

In considering the Relative Index Score in County Roscommon, “...is
in the middle range of the overall affluence to deprivation spectrum,”
and “...the relative position on the affluence to disadvantage spectrum
of Roscommon has marginally weakened over the past fifteen years”,?
meaning that deprivation has become slightly worse.

The Relative Index Score is useful for targeting disadvantaged areas
since the focus is on the relative position of areas at a specific point in
time. According to the scale developed by Haase and Pratschke, “there
are eight EDs in the “‘disadvantage’ category, the five most disadvantaged
of which are Lough Allen / Altagowlan (-19.3), Aghafin (-13.2), Artagh
South (-11.7), Carrowduff (-11.4), and Boyle Urban (-10.9). All other
EDs are at the most in the ‘marginally below average’ category within
the overall affluence-to-deprivation spectrum.” *

ABSOLUTE AND RELATIVE INDEX SCORES

When making comparisons over time, the appropriate scores to use
are the Absolute Index Scores without the labels, as the meaning of
what constitutes affluence or deprivation changes from one census
to another. When making a statement about a particular ED or an
area at a particular point in time (e.g. in 2006) the appropriate score
to use is the (2006) Relative Index Score and this can be described
using the labels as shown in the table on the following page. *

ABSOLUTE INDEX SCORE, 1991 to 2006
15

@ COUNTY ROSCOMMON
12+ @ IRELAND

10.8 10.4
NE
oL
Lo23
¥25

0| 1991 | 1996 | 2002 | 2006 |

!Trutz Haase & Jonathan Pratschke, An Inter-temporal and Spatial Analysis
of data from the Census of Population, 1991, 1996, 2002 and 2006
<http://www.pobal.ie/live/dep>
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Education

The proportion of people with only a primary education continued to fall in

PRIMARY EDUCATION ONLY, 1991-2006

both County Roscommon and Ireland as a whole since at least 1991. With 50%

each subsequent Census the educational attainment of the county and nation 40.5% : f;iﬁLEROSCOMMON
improved, and in 2006 County Roscommon had 22% of its working age 40% 1=

population with a primary education only, almost half the rate the county had

in 1991. 30%

As the rate of people with primary education decreased, the rate of people 20% -

attaining third level education maintained steady growth between 1991 and 18.9%
2006. In 1991, County Roscommon had little more than 9% percent of working 10%

age inhabitants with a third level education, significantly less than Ireland’s

rate of 13%. But by 2006, County Roscommon had almost one quarter of 0% Lo S L S

people with a third level education.
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Unemployment

County Roscommon has consistently demonstrated
unemployment for males since at least 1991. In the fifteen years between 1991
and 2006, the unemployment rate for males in the county fell almost 4%. With

lower rates of

each Census since at least 1991, the rate of female unemployment in County
Roscommon continued to decline. In 2006, the rate of female unemployment
for the County was down to 6.5%.

Some of the EDs with the highest male unemployment rates in 2006 were
Lough Allen/Altagowan (17.9%) and Boyle Urban (16.8%). Between 1991
and 2006, most areas within County Roscommon had decreases in male
unemployment rates. The EDs in the northern tip of Roscommon (including
Lough Allen/Altagowan, Keadew, and Aghafin) had the largest decreases in
unemployment for males in the 15 year period.

Some of the EDs with the highest female unemployment rates in 2006 were
Killummod (20%) Bumlin (15.6%), and Ballaghaderreen (15.3%). Twenty-
nine of 110 EDs in Roscommon experienced increases in female unemployment
since 1991.

© Headstrong - The National Centre for Youth Mental Health
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Male Unemployment
In County Roscommon
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Female Unemployment
In County Roscommon
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Workforce

Between 1991 and 2006, the proportion of semi-skilled and unskilled* people in
the workforce steadily declined within County Roscommon, as well as for the
entire nation. In 1991, more than a quarter of County Roscommon’s workforce
was either semi-skilled or unskilled. By 2006, the proportion of these workers
was 17.9%, slightly lower than the national rate of 18.6%.

As the rate of unskilled workers declined, the proportion of higher and lower
professionals? grew considerably from 1991 to 2006. In 1991, Ireland’s
proportion of professionals was 25.2% and County Roscommon’s was at 21%.
By 2006, almost a third of the workforce in Roscommon was made up of
professionals.

Between 1991 and 2006, almost every ED in County Roscommon lost semi-
skilled and unskilled workers. Only 13 out 110 EDs had an increase in semi-
skilled and unskilled workers. These areas tended to be more remote and more
sparsely populated.

All but four EDs gained in the proportion of higher and lower professionals
between 1991 and 2006. The EDs that lost professionals were Rocommon
Urban (- 7%), Castlerea (- 1.4%), Elphin (-1.1), and Ballaghaderreen (-0.5).

1 The percentage of persons in households headed by ‘Semi-skilled Manual’ and ‘Un-
skilled Manual’ workers, including farmers with less than 30 acres

2 Percentage of persons in households headed by ‘Professionals’ or ‘Managerial and
Technical’ employees, including farmers with 100 acres or more

© Headstrong - The National Centre for Youth Mental Health
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Semi and Unskilled Workers
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Higher and Lower
Professionals
In County Roscommon
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HOUSING: LOCAL AUTHORITY RENTED, 1991-2006
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The proportion of Local Authority rented housing in County Roscommon decreased b 7.5%
from the 1991 figure of 9.6% to 7.5% in 2006. However, between 2002 and 2006,

the rate of people living in Local Authority rented housing actually increased 0.4%. M

Between 1991 and 2006, the proportion of Local Authority rented housing in ;; ﬁ 443%/:4%

Roscommon was approximately 3% to 4% lower than the national rate. Within the
county in 2006 the largest concentration of Local Authority rented housing was in

Boyle Urban (20%), and Roscommon Urban (16.2%). 1991 | 1996 | 2002 | 2006
The proportion of privately rented housing in Roscommon made steady increases 15%
from 1991 to 2006, and also remained consistently lower than Ireland’s rate by @ IRELAND 138

approximately 4% to 5% in each census year. Most EDs in County Roscommon ) U OSBRI

gained in privately rented housing between 1991 and 2006. In 2006, the EDs of 10%
Danesfort and Roscommon Urban had the largest proportion of private rented
housing, both at over at 20%.
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Between 1991 and 2006 the proportion of owner occupied housing declined for
County Roscommon, with the proportion of owner occupied housing falling to 84.7%
in 2006. Within the county, several areas lost owner occupied housing between 1991 1091 | 1996 | 2002 | 2006

and 2006, including most of the larger town areas.
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Local Authority Rented Housing
iIn County Roscommon
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Privately Rented Housing

iIn County Roscommon
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Owner Occupied Housing
In County Roscommon
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